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0m hzo has bl]ilt luiichigan Stat€ t0 the p0lnt

where last yeais run t0 the Etite Eight after a

Big Ten T0urnament champi0nshlp\lias c0nsid-

ered t0 be an unsatisfying campaign.

lzz0 wants t0 tee. q00d ab0-l lasr year s in utv-

strainpdacc0TptshTenr. 0ul w0ndersif \rssec0ndna-

ti0nattitte might have been in st0ß ill0rmer p0lnt guard

K€ith Apptin0 hadnt l/l/recked his wrist and if f0rmer

po\l,'rl0r\|iard Adreian Payne hadn t been l,l/eighed dOwn

by m0n0nLlcte0sis. N0w the Spartans l,l/itt need paybacks

from the bask€tbattgods in the heatth category and

rapid deveL0pnrent ffom freshmen if they are g0ing t0

contend for a conference title.
' 
I tik€ the direcllon we re heading rlght now r0

says. I think tlrat \,\/e c0utd be really g00d lthisl year

and then reatty, realty good do!|/n the ruad."
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ing fouL troubte atways a

teirible conflict nl intcrcsl ln

the hzo prooram. lhat could

make jt difficLrtt lor Mlchigan

State to lead the Big Ten ln de'

fensive field goaI percentage

for a se[ond straightyear.

BAC(C0lJflT DenzetVatentine

is a dazting passer as a

polnt/wing, and a r€spectabLe

shooter. lle hasAlt'Biq Ten po

tentiaLand a tripLrdoubte skitt

set. Valentlne s voca[ leader

ship is providing a fresh vibe.

He cair also provide spot duty

at the 4 if n€cessary.

C0mb0 guard lßvis lri[e has thickell"d his 0nce-scrawlly bOdy

and hopest0 ha\/e a fLllt heaLthy season. H e s a strea k sho0ter !l/ho

is readyt0 take his r0te t0 30 minutes per game, m0stly atthe point.

lrice is being given the keys t0 the offense for th" llrst time and

c0utd emerge as One 0fthe surpllse ptayers in the Big Ten.

Atvin tLtis ll can ptay ddense, rLrn the 1100r and hit the 0pen

jumper, making him a rangy, usefutrule ptayer

Chvetand State transfer Bryn F0rbes, a deep sh00ter,was granted

immediate digibltityand gives Michigan Statesdepth and oliensive

flrepower a substaftiaI boost.

FINÄLÄNALYSIS Lead:'sh 1 s.1n an t]psuinq \,rilh Va[entne and

Trice.14lth slx departed ptayeß and a th nned-0ut r0ster. this ener

g€uc mlx 0f personaiities ls slrniLai t0 the surprising 2012 gr0up that

!.Jon the Big Ten and advanced t0 th€ Swed 16 with Draymond 6reen.

But the c0nference is stronger at the top thisyear than in 2012.
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lSth straight NCAA Tournalnenr
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[R0NTC0UßT The Branden Da!1Js0n lliho avenged 17.5 p0ints dur'

ing a six-gane postseason hot stteak is the 0awson that Michioan

Staie desperate[y needs. Dawson has hOned his perimeter slrooting

skllLs t0 the p0int 01 bec0mlna capabte 0f playilrg the 3. But l"lichi

gan State will need hinr t0 attack 0pp0r]ents as a mismatch i as he

did last March wh€n he was Blg Ten T0L]rllarnent M0P

Dal/l/sof has been a translti0n and garbage scoret in the past. BL]t

his impruved jump sh0t, coupted with sotld batt handting skitts and

expiosive finishing abiiity, may attow him t0 take his game t0 the

n€xt Ievet. lis rare t0 find a selli0rll/ith 0all/s0ns m!1l talent. Jnjuries

have k€pt hlm ill the cottege ranks. His f0cus and eflo have ltuc

tuated ln the past. N0w he is drjverl t0 have the type 0f seni0r yeal

Payne enj0yed tast seas0n. When pr0perLy charged, Daws0n is one

0f the most dvnamic players ill the c0nlerence. However,with Payne

and Gary liarris g0ne t0 the NBA, 0a!']s0n will experience deienses

designed t0 c0ntain him f0rthe llrst time in his c0tl€ge career

lL]ni0r center l'4att Costetlo has added a layer 0f muscte and ap-

p€ats readyt0 b[0ss0m after a paii 0fseasors diminished by ]njuly

and iLlness.lle has bec'me a quaiityface-up sh00ter during the 0ff-

seas0n, but his back t0-the-basket skitLs are average. He ls str0llg

en0ugh t0 c0nmand respect 0n defeflse and the glass. 1]e has been

in theshad0w0f Payneand l0mer Spadan Derrick Nixfortwoyeaß.

Now l'4ichigan State feeds Costetto t0 emeqe as a ptl]s piv0t, but

that might be ayearawayfrom c0ming t0 fruiti0n.

lnteri0r depth ls a c0ncen. Gavin Schittln0 isa stOck-rising bangel

off the bench. l'4uscutaI fleshman l'laryin Clark wi[[ need t0 cOn-

tributedl]et0 hzo's dismlssal0f stretch tr l(enny KaminskiinAtrgust.

The depth lssues n]ean C0st€tt0 witl need t0 ptayhard !.Jhiteav0ld'
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G/GS IIPG PPG NPG MG rc% FT" 3'6'"
8/0 t.6 0.5 0.5 0.0 50.0 500 !0

34i20 t4.7 4.0 3.3 0.8 59.8 560 ü0

28125 28.1 tZ 8.3 t.6 613 16 00

36/t 79 LS 0.6 01 180 !:. 16.?

37/t 6.1 1.1 t.6 0.2 55.3 52.1 0.0

36/8 2.3 73 t.6 2.3 120 8r.8 131

38/33 29.1 8.0 6.0 3.8 1! 8 ö17 377

t2l0 t.8 0.8 0.3 0.t {!1 0.0 33.3

t2ß 2.t 1.4 a.2 0.0 50.0 60.0 0.0
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ll t0ußtllsliainrJr. I 5-10 170 fr. tiassau, Bat amas/Sü r rß0 Ch sria n (XS) Acrd€ my

Loucwlsilaim isrhslasiestpoinlCuardTon lzz0 has sv6r6ignsd. He slrug3les wilh hisiumpsholandJinishingal
rhe rim. Madin Ch has a nice sho0ting huch and a slrong build bul musl phy had$ in the mediumJange
gans. Javon Bsss isan lzzo_style blue"collar battleralthevlng. Bryn Foüd äs ssc0nd'team All'Hdkon League

ätCkvelandSrare, averaging15.6poinh whih shooring42 percenr lrcm d6ep.
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